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Exchange / Study Tour
reciprocal and collaborative ways of working within 

and across local and global contexts

• Dept. of Journalism encourages students to take an 
exchange semester at an overseas university, and 
also welcomes their counterparts from overseas to 
our classes.

• Exchanges allow J-students to enroll at the partner 
university in similar courses to those they would take 
here so that the credit units can be transferred, and 
they will graduate at the normal time.



Online cooperation with overseas 
partners

• Course name: Data Journalism 

• Platform: FutureLearn 

• Overseas partners: one from the U.S.A. and 
another from Taiwan

http://www.jour.hkbu.edu.hk/eng/students/study-trips/


Online cooperation with overseas 
partners

• Course name: Data Journalism 

• Platform: FutureLearn 

• Overseas partners: one from the U.S.A. and 
another from Taiwan

http://www.jour.hkbu.edu.hk/eng/student-work/


Courses I teach @ HKBU

• International/Intercultural Communication

• Political Communication and Public Opinion

• Approaches and Methods in Communication 
Research

• Data Journalism



Course:
International/Intercultural Communication

• Course contents 
1) international communication issues, including the Western media 
system, press freedom, the globalization of media.

2) intercultural communication topics, revealing the similarities and 
differences among different cultural values. 

– Intercultural communication competence: Knowledge, attitude, aptitude

• Aims
1) to broaden students’ worldview

2) to help students become competent intercultural communicators



facilitating students’ learning and 
interactions

• Select reading 
materials that carry 
international 
elements.

• Assignments: e.g., 
International partner 
experience report.



• Provide multiple 
opportunities for 
students to discuss 
ideas in small 
groups.

• Encourage 
international 
students to answer 
questions.

facilitating students’ learning and 
interactions (cont.)



• Encourage local 
students and 
international 
students to form 
study groups 
together.

• Take action to 
connect local and 
international 
students after class.

facilitating students’ learning and 
interactions (cont.)



• Invite speakers 
from  overseas to 
talk to students.

facilitating students’ learning and 
interactions (cont.)



D&N Society Season 2.1
Coming Back from the West



Jeff South @ VCU



Jeff South @ VCU



• Adjust course 
contents based 
on students’ 
feedback to 
meet their 
need.

facilitating students’ learning and 
interactions (cont.)



Tips: for assessment to measure 
students’ learning outcomes

• term projects in an international context
e.g., Media portrayals of terrorism events in China as 
compared to in US; 

e.g., Online privacy issues in a China/HK/Taiwan cultural 
background compared to in the Western culture



Assessment: developing students’ 
global understanding 

• Whether students know

e.g., ask students to name and summarize global 
media systems

• Whether students understand

e.g., ask students to explain the rationales for 
different media systems and elaborate the comparisons 
among them.
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